THE FEDERAL COMPROMISE
"To frame a government for a single city, or State, Is a
business both in its importance and facility, widely differ-
ent from the task entrusted to the Federal Convention,
whose prospects were extended not only to thirteen inde-
pendent and sovereign States, some of which in territorial
jurisdiction, population, and resource, equal the most
respectable nations of Europe, but likewise to innumera-
ble States yet unformed, and to myriads of citizens who
in future ages shall inhabit the vast uncultivated regions
of the continent The duties of that body therefore, were
not limited to local or partial considerations, but to the
formation of a plan commensurate with, a great and valu-
able portion of the globe." James Wilson, speech before
the Pennsylvania convention, November 24, 1787.
"Would it be wonderful if, under the pressure of all these
difficulties, the Convention should have been forced into
some deviations from that artificial structure and regular
symmetry which an abstract view of the subject might
lead an ingenious theorist to bestow on a constitution
planned in his closet or in his imagination?" James Madi-
son, The federalist No. 37, January 11, 1788.
E
ARLY in the morning of July 3 Washington began sitting
for Ms portrait by Charles Willson Peale, who wished to -
make the mezzotint soon to appear with the title lettered round
the margin: "His Excel: G: Washington Esq: LLD. Late Com-
mander in Chief of the Armies of the U. S. of America & Presi-
dent of the Convention of 1787." Washington was painted in &
close-fitting wig and his famous uniform of blue and buff (taken
over from the First Virginia Regiment which he had commanded
when he was a soldier of the Crown) with three gold stars on
his epaulets. That day, and perhaps other days, he went to the
State House in uniform, general as well as president. Although
this day's session was only a meeting of the grand committee
of the states, of which Washington was not a member, he at-
tended along with other delegates who were there as observers
not debaters*
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